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on Contest of Innovative Ideas “Startup – UzhNU” at the
State Higher Educational Institution
"Uzhhorod National University"

1. GENERAL PROVISIONS
1.1. Regulation on Contest of Innovative Ideas “Startup – UzhNU” (hereinafter – Contest) at the State Higher Educational Institution “Uzhhorod National University” (hereinafter – University) has been developed in accordance with the current legislation of Ukraine and is a document that regulates the criteria for evaluating projects submitted for the Contest, the functions, rights, obligations and responsibilities of Organizers and Participants of the Contest.
1.2. The main definitions used in this Regulation are:
Participant – an individual or group of individuals (project team) whose project was accepted for participation in the first stage of the Contest by Contest Organizers;
Contest Organizers – Research and Development Department and Startup Center of UzhNU, which supervise the organization, conduct and compliance with the requirements of this Regulation;
Expert Council – a group of experts from the University that conducts a preliminary assessment of the Participants’ projects that are recommended for participation in the Contest’s final round in accordance with the requirements of this Regulation;
Expert Jury – a group of experts, consisting of heads of structural units of the University, scientists, potential investors and mentors, which conducts the final valuation of projects pre-selected by the Expert Council and determines the Contest winners;
Awards – prizes awarded to winners and runner-ups of the Contest;
Sponsors – Ukrainian and foreign state and public organizations, institutions and enterprises of all forms of ownership, media outlets that provide material, informational or organizational support to the Contest;
Startuper – a person who works on developing a new business project with an innovative idea;
Startup project – an innovative solution or product developed by the Participant, which is the subject of participation in the Contest;
Pitch – a concise structured presentation of a startup project to potential investors;
Reward – a special-purpose fund awarded to the winners of the Contest, excluding all tax liabilities provided for by the laws of Ukraine in effect at the time of payment.
1.3. Contest is held annually during March – April period in order to ensure the innovative development of the University, promote the development of talented students, postgraduates and young scientists, as well as increase the competitiveness of the University’s scientific and technical products, both in the domestic and European markets.
1.4. Contest is announced by order of the Rector of the University, which specifies the composition of the Contest Organizers and the Expert Council, the conditions and terms of the Contest stages.
1.5. Projects for participation in the Contest can be submitted by students, postgraduates, young scientists and employees of the University, as well as other higher education institutions from different regions of Ukraine under the age of 35.
1.6. An unlimited number of startup projects and their authors are eligible to participate in the Contest. Each team independently selects a leader.
1.7. The Expert Council shall review and select the Participants’ projects in accordance with the procedure and requirements stipulated in this Regulation.
1.8. Preference is given to startup projects in areas that are relevant during the period of the Contest and that are aimed at solving pressing contemporary issues.

2. PURPOSE, MAIN TASKS AND FUNCTIONS
2.1. The purpose of the Contest is to support students, postgraduates and young scientists under the age of 35, teach them the basics of business management, implement new research methods, gain experience in publicly presenting their idea and project, present the project to sponsoring entrepreneurs, provide financial support to the Contest winners, and assist in implementing the idea (project) into production.
2.2. Main objectives of the Contest:
- identifying the best innovative projects of students, postgraduates and young scientists;
- promoting the development of the innovation and entrepreneurial education quality;
- professional assistance in developing and integrating innovative ideas and entrepreneurial activities;
- acceleration of innovation and business development by students, postgraduates and young scientists through the implementation of startup projects;
- stimulating scientific, research and innovation activities of students, postgraduates and young scientists of the University.
- creation of a catalogue of innovative startup projects and competitive business products.

3. ORGANIZATION AND PROCEDURE FOR CONDUCTING
THE CONTEST
3.1. General management of the preparation and conduct of the Contest is carried out by Contest Organizers.
3.2. Contest Organizers functions:
- preparation of the order announcing the Contest;
- formation and approval of the Expert Council composition;
- formation and approval of the Expert Jury composition;
- search and involvement of sponsor-entrepreneurs in the Contest;
- conducting promotional events among students, postgraduates and young scientists to increase the number of potential Contest Participants;
- informing Participants about the dates and procedure for conducting the stages of the Contest;
- providing organizational solutions aimed at solving tasks of the Contest.
3.3. Contest Organizers have the right to:
- refuse the Participant from participating in the Contest on the basis of the Participant’s application not complying with the requirements of this Regulation and the decision of the Expert Council of the Contest;
- disqualify Participant for violating the requirements this Regulation and providing false information in the application submitted by the Participant;
- use information about Participants in advertising for the purpose of informing about the preparation, conduct and results of the Contest;
- accept others organizational decisions to solve tasks set before the Contest Organizers.
3.4. Contest Organizers are obliged to:
- inform on the University website about the start of the Contest, the dates of the stages, the composition of Expert Council and Expert Jury;
- guarantee compliance with the procedure for conducting the Contest;
- ensure the implementation of the gender equality principles for all Participants;
- provide announcements for the start and results of the Contest in mass media.
3.5. To review and select the applications of Participants in accordance with the procedure and requirements stipulated by this Regulation, an Expert Council of the Contest is created, which includes heads of structural units, scientific and scientific-pedagogical employees.
3.6. The Contest is held in three stages:
- stage one – participants’ applications registration on the official website of the University;
- stage two – selection, preparation of presentations, preliminary evaluation of startup projects, that is carried out by the Expert Council according to established criteria;
- stage three – public presentation of the startup project in a presentation form by the Contest Participants to Expert Jury in "pitch" format; announcement and awarding of winners.
3.7. With the results of the previous evaluation, Expert Council determines projects that advance to the Contest’s final round. Startup projects that meet all formal requirements and receive more than 25 points (out of possible 40) advance to the final round of the Contest. The Contest’s Expert Council points out mistakes in the Participants’ presentations, provides constructive advice, and familiarizes them with the format of the final round.
3.8. The composition of Expert Jury is formed by the Contest Organizers and approved by order of the Rector of the University.
3.9. The composition of Expert Jury is formed in such a way as to exclude the possibility of conflicts of interest and biased judging.
3.10. Expert Jury has the right to:
- ask Contest Participants questions regarding their startup projects;
- provide advice on the implementation of startup projects and commercialization of innovations;
- determine the Contest winners.
3.11. Expert Jury is obliged to:
- comply with this Regulation’s requirements;
- adhere to ethical norms and gender equality principals towards all Contest Participants;
- evaluate startup projects in accordance with approved criteria;
- determine the Contest winners based on the results of counting the points received from all members of Expert Jury.
3.12. Based on the results of the Contest’s final round, Expert Jury will determine the Contest winners and award them with diplomas, certificates, and prizes. The Contest sponsors may award individual startup projects or Participants with valuable prizes, diplomas, or other distinctions.

4. RIGHTS, OBLIGATIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF
THE CONTEST PARTICIPANTS
4.1. Participants have the right to:
- receive information about the conditions and procedure for holding the Contest;
- contact the Contest Organizers for clarification of points of this Regulation;
- participate in all events organized for Participants in preparation for the Contest and in the Contest’s final round.
4.2. Participants are obliged to:
- comply with the requirements of this Regulation;
- make a presentation of the project before the Contest Expert Council, as well as before Expert Jury during the Contest’s final round;
- answer questions from members of Expert Council and Expert Jury regarding the startup project;
- adhere to ethical standards in relation to all Contest Participants, members of Expert Council and Expert Jury.
4.3. Participants are liable for:
- infringement of intellectual property rights;
- violation of the requirements regarding the accuracy of information provided in the startup project presentation;
- failure to comply with the terms, procedures and deadlines established by this Regulation.

5. USE OF INFORMATION ABOUT STARTUP PROJECTS AND PARTICIPANTS IN CONTEST
5.1. Contest Organizers reserve the right to use the names and brief descriptions of the startup projects participating in the Contest, as well as photos and published presentations of the Participants, for advertising purposes.
5.2. The Participant agrees to give promotional interviews about their participation in the Contest on television and in other mass media without receiving any financial compensation for this. All rights to such materials shall belong to the Contest Organizers.
5.3. During the Contest’s final round, the event will be photographed and videotaped. The Organizers reserve the right to use photo and video materials at their discretion.

6. CONTEST FINANCING
6.1. The Contest winners will receive a reward at the expense of the University and the Contest sponsors, the amount of which is determined annually depending on the amount of available funding and fundraising.

7. FINAL PROVISIONS
7.1. This Regulation shall enter into force from the moment of approval by the Academic Council of the University and entry into force by order of the Rector.
7.2. Amendments and additions to this Regulation shall be made by decision of the Academic Council of the University and shall come into force by order of the Rector.
7.3. Relations not covered in this Regulation are regulated by the laws of Ukraine.
