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ВСТУП
Актуальність вивчення історії та культури англомовних країн полягає в декількох аспектах.

По-перше, англомовні країни, такі як Велика Британія та США,мають велике значення в світовій політиці, економіці та культурі. Вивчення їх історії допомагає розуміти сучасні процеси та події, що відбуваються в цих країнах, а також їх вплив на світову суспільну та культурну сферу.

По-друге, англійська мова є однією з найпоширеніших мов у світі та є мовою міжнародного спілкування. Вивчення культури англомовних країн допомагає студентам розуміти культурні особливості та цінності, що лежать в основі комунікації та взаєморозуміння в англомовному світі.

По-третє, вивчення історії та культури англомовних країн сприяє розширенню горизонтів студентів та розвитку міжкультурної компетентності. Вони вчаться розуміти та оцінювати різні культурні погляди, традиції та способи життя, що сприяє розвитку толерантності, відкритості та глобального мислення.

Крім того, вивчення історії та культури англомовних країн має практичне значення для студентів, які планують працювати у міжнародних компаніях, туризмі, журналістиці тощо.

GREAT BRITAIN AND THE UNITED KINGDOM
1. The British Isles.

2. Great Britain and the United Kingdom (general survey).
3. England. (The Dominance of England).

3.1. Physical and Human Geography.

3.2. Flags and National Symbols.

3.3. London.

3.4. Southern England.

3.5. The Midlands.
3.6. Northern England.
3.7. Language.

3.8. Religion.

1. The British Isles.
The British Isles is a traditional geographical term used to identify the group of islands off the northwest coast of Europe consisting of Great Britain, Ireland and the many smaller adjacent islands. These islands form an archipelago of more than 6000 islands off the west coast of Europe – totalling 315,134 km2 of land – the most important being:

· Great Britain (an US member, comprised of England, Scotland and Wales)
· The island of Ireland, which comprises Eire (an EU member) as well as including Northern Ireland (part f the UK)
· The Isle of Man (a Crown Dependency of Britain but not part of the UK)

· The Isle of Wight (a county of England)

· The Northern Isles, including Orkney, Shetland and Fair Isle (part of Scotland)

· The Hebrides, including the Inner Hebrides, Outer Hebrides and Small Isles (part of Scotland)

· Rockall

· The islands of the lower Firth of Clyde, including the Isle of Arran and Bute (part of Scotland)

· Anglesey (or Ynys Mon, a county of Wales)

· The Isles of Scilly (with its own local government but part of the UK)

· Lindisfarne (part of the English county of Northumberland)

· Lundy (owned by the National Trust but administered b y the English County of Devon)

· The Channel Islands (grouped as two Crown Dependencies of Britain or “bailiwicks” but not part of the UK)

Rockall’s status is not agreed, as it being claimed by the UK, the Republic of Ireland, Denmark (for the Faroe Islands) and Iceland. By itself, the island does not have much importance, but the seas around it are considered very valuable. Therefore, it is also an important question whether Rockall is considered habitable. If so, its owner ca claim 200 nautical miles of exclusive economic zone in a part of the ocean where fishing rights are extremely valuable; if not, the claim can go no further than Rockall’s territorial waters.

The term “British Isles” is correctly used to describe the whole archipelago, but many Irish people, as well as some Scottish and Welsh nationalists find the term “British Isles” proprietorial and unacceptable as being inconsistent with any modern meaning of the word “British”. Another problem is the occasional tendency for “England” to be wrongly used as a synonym when referring to Britain or the British Isles, especially by Americans. The Irish Parliament has passed a statute prohibiting the description of the Republic of Ireland as being part of the British Isles.
2. Great Britain and the United Kingdom (general survey).

Great Britain is a group of islands lying off the western coast of Europe, comprising the main territory of the United Kingdom. Great Britain is also used as a political term describing the combination of England, Scotland, and Wales, the three nations which together make up the entire main island’s territory.
The Union Flag of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. The flag of the UK is sometimes wrongly called the Union Jack, but Union Flag is actually the correct name as it only becomes a “Jack” when flown from a ship’s jack mast. It is a combination of the cross of St George (patron saint of England), the cross of St Andrew (patron saint of Scotland) and the cross of St Patrick (patron saint of Ireland).

There are two major symbols of Britain, Britannia and John Bull. In Renaissance times, Britannia came to be viewed as the personification of Britain, in imagery that was developed during the reign of Queen Elizabeth I. The most likely origin of this symbol is Queen Boudicca. Britannia has appeared on many British coins and banknotes, but is currently only on the back of the 50 pence coin.
John Bull is a fictional character who is supposed to personify Englishness and certain English virtues. (He can be compared to Uncle Sam in the USA). He features in hundreds of nineteenth century cartoons. His appearance is typical of an eighteenth century country gentleman, evoking an idyllic rural past. Bull is usually portrayed as a stout man in a tailcoat with breeches and a Union Jack waistcoat. He also wears a low topper on his head and is often accompanied by a bulldog.

With an area of 229,850 km2, the main island of Great Britain is the largest of the British Isles. The main island is the largest in Europe, and ranks either eighth or ninth in size among the islands in the world (depending on whether Australia is classified as an island or a continent).
“Great Britain” is also widely used as a synonym for the country properly known as the “United Kingdom”. This is wrong as the United Kingdom includes Northern Ireland in addition to the three countries of Great Britain.
The origin of the name “Britain” is unclear. Some historians say that when the Romans took over the southern part of Great Britain they named the island after the Brigantes, one of the largest Celtic tribes living there. The Romans gave it the name “Britannia”. The earlier Celtic inhabitants became known as “Britons” and the island as Britain. During medieval times, the British Isles were referred to as “Britannia major” and “Britannia minor”. The term “Bretayne the grete” was used by chroniclers as early as 1338, but it was not used officially until King James I proclaimed himself “King of Great Britain” on 20 October 1604 to avoid the long title “King of England and Scotland”.
Over the centuries, Great Britain consisted politically from three independent states (England, Scotland, Wales) through two kingdoms with a shared monarch (England and Scotland), a single all-island Kingdom of Great Britain, to the situation following 1801, in which GB together with the whole island of Ireland constituted the larger United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland (UK). The UK then became the United Kingdom of GB ad Northern Ireland in the 20s, when Ireland regained independence.

The UK is a constitutional monarchy, with executive power exercised by a government headed by the Prime Minister and his Cabinet. Executive power is vested in (наділений) the monarch but in reality Her Majesty’s Government is answerable and accountable only to the House of Commons, the lower and only directly elected house in Britain’s bicameral Parliament. By constitutional convention, Ministers of the Crown are chosen largely from among MPs. The British system of government has been emulated around the world because of the UK’s colonial legacy. The UK’s current monarch and head of state is King

 Charls III, he was crowned in 2023. The monarch’s role is mainly though not exclusively ceremonial. He has access to all cabinet papers and is briefed weekly by the Prime Minister.

The UK monarch also reigns in 15 other sovereign countries that are known as Commonwealth Realms. Although Britain has no political or executive power over these independent nations, it retains influence, through long-standing close relations.

The British Parliament is bicameral, composed of the 659-member elected House of Commons and the appointed House of Lords. Historically, the House of Lords was composed of members of the nobility who were granted seats by nature of birthright, although this system has been abolished. The House of Lords Act 1999 severely curtailed the powers of the hereditary peers – only 92 out of several hundred retain the right to sit in the House of Lords. House of Lords originally called for all of the hereditary peers to lose their voting rights, however a compromise was reached which will allow them to be gradually phased out. The House of Lords today consists of 26t senior clerics of the Church of England (the “Lords Spiritual”), as well as 669 members of the Peerage (the “Lords Temporal”). Lords Spiritual serve as long as they continue to occupy their ecclesiastical positions, but Lords Temporal serve for life.

3. England. (The Dominance of England)
There is, perhaps, an excuse for people who use the word “England” when they mean “Britain”. It cannot be denied that the dominant culture of Britain today is specifically English. The system of politics that is used in all four nations today is of English origin, and English is the main language of all four nations. Many aspects of everyday life are organized according to English custom and practice. But the political unification of Britain was not achieved by mutual agreement. On the contrary. It happened because England was able to exert her economic and military power over the other three nations.

Today English domination can be detected in the way in which various aspects of British public life are described. For example, the supply of money in Britain is controlled by the Bank of England (there is no such thing as a “Bank of Britain”). 
3.1. Physical and Human Geography.

England covers 130,395sq.km, with London on latitude 51° 30´. Much of the terrain of England is gently rolling hills, although there is one major range of hills, the Pennines, that passes between Leeds and Manchester. The highest peak is not part of that range – Scafell Pike at 978m in the Lake District, one of the England’s seven National Parks.

Although renowned for having a mild, damp climate throughout the year, the highest temperature ever recorded in England was 38.5° on August 10 in Kent. Snow is relatively rare in the south of England, but normal in the north of the country. The sea gap to France is 34 km. The Channel Tunnel near Dover links England to Europe.

England is both the most populous and the most ethnically diverse nation in the UK with around 49 million inhabitants, of which about a quarter live in the greater London area. There are 24m male and 25m female inhabitants. 90.7 % were born in the UK. The population of England is mostly made up of, and descended from, immigrants who have arrived over millennia. The principal waves of migration have been in: 

c. 600 BC             Celts

55 BC – 400 AD  the Roman period (soldiers from throughout the Empire)

350 – 550             Angles, Saxons, Jutes

800 – 900             Vikings, Danes

1066                      Normans

1650 – 1750          European refugees and Huguenots

1880 – 1940          Jews

1950 – 1985          Caribbeans, Africans, South Asians

1985 –                   citizens of the European Community member states, East Europeans, Kurds, refugees

England has 39 “traditional counties” which are not equivalent to contemporary local government territories. These counties came from the Shires that were formed after the various Kingdoms, (such as Mercia, Wessex, Northumbria and Kent) which made up the territory of England, were assimilated into one united Kingdom. The first shires were created by the Anglo-Saxons in what is now England and south eastern Scotland. Shires were controlled by a royal official known as a “shire reeve” or sheriff. Counties were formed from Shires when the number of households in an area was counted and aggregated. Although later some counties had an Earl or a Duke allocated to them, they were never feudal territories ruled by a “Count” as the British has never had the title “Count”. The concept of a “граф” ruling a “графство” was a common misconception. The translation of “County” must be “область”.
Some of the traditional counties had major subdivisions. Of these, the most important were the three ridings of Yorkshire – the East Riding, West Riding and North Riding. Since Yorkshire was so big, its ridings became established as geographic terms apart from their role as administrative divisions. The phrase Home Counties is often used: it is a semi-archaic name for the English counties bordering London. These were originally Kent, Surrey, Middlesex and Essex. However, although Middlesex still exists as a postal address, most of the county itself has long since been absorbed into greater London.
3.2. Flags and National Symbols 

The English flag is the St. George’s Cross, a thin red cross on a white field. A red cross acted as a symbol for many Crusaders in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries AD. It became associated with Saint George, and England claimed him as their patron saint, along with other countries such as Georgia, Russia and the Republic of Genoa, using his cross as a banner.

This flag remained in national use until 1707, when the Union Flag (which English and Scottish ships had used at sea since 1606) was adopted for all purposes to unite the whole of Great Britain under a common flag

The most important national symbol is the Lions of Anjou. The three lions were first used by Richard I (Richard the Lionheart) in the late twelfth century. Many historians feel that the Three Lions are the true symbol of England.       

3.3. London.
London (the largest city in Europe) dominates Britain. It is home for the headquarters of all government departments, Parliament, the major legal institutions and the monarch. It is the country’s business and banking centre and the centre of its transport network. It contains the headquarters of thre national television networks and of all the national newspapers. It is about seven times larger than any other city in the country. Its area is 1,579 km 2 with a population of 7,2 m, administered by 32 Borough Councils as Greater London County.

The original walled city of London was quite small. (It is known colloquially today as “the square mile”.) It did not contain Parliament or the royal court, since this would have interfered with the autonomy of the merchants and traders who lived and worked there. It was in Westminster, another ‘city’ outside London’s walls, that these national institutions met. Today, both ‘cities’ are just two areas of central London. The square mile is home to the country’s main financial organizations. During the daytime, nearly a million people work there, but less than 8000 people actually live there.

Two other well-known areas of London are the West End and the East End. The former is known for its many theatres, cinemas and expensive shops. The latter is known as the poorer residential area of central London. It is the home of the Cockney and a large number of immigrants live there.
There are many other parts of central London which have their own distinctive characters, and central London itself makes up only a very small part of Greater London. In common with many other European cities, the population in the central area has decreased in the second half of the 20th century. The majority of ‘Londoners’ live in its suburbs, millions of them traveling into the centre each day to work. These suburbs cover a vast area of land. 
3.4. Southern England

The area surrounding the outer suburbs of London has the reputation of being ‘commuter land’. This is the most densely populated area in the UK which does not include a large city and millions of its inhabitants travel into London to work every day.

Further out from London the region has more its own distinctive character. The county of Kent is known as the ‘garden of England’ because of the many kinds of fruit and vegetables grown there. The Downs, a series of hills in a horseshoe shape to the south of London, are used for sheep farming (though not so intensively as they used to be). The southern side of the Downs reaches the sea in many places and forms the white cliffs of the south coast. Many retired people live along this coast. Employment in the south-east of England is mainly in trade, the provision of services and light manufacturing. There is little heavy industry. 
The region known as ‘the West Country’ has an attractive image of rural beauty in British people’s minds. There is some industry and one large city (Bristol was once Britain’s most important port after London), but farming is more widespread than it is in most other regions. Some parts of the West Country are well-known for their dairy produce, such as Devonshire cream, and fruit. The south-west peninsula, with its rocky coast, numerous small bays (once noted for smuggling activities) and wild moorlands such Exmoor and Dartmoor, is the most popular holiday area in Britain. The winters are so mild in some low-lying parts that it is even possible to grow palm trees, and the tourist industry has coined the phrase ‘the English Riviera’.
East Anglia, to the north-east of London, is also comparatively rural. It is the only region in Britain where there are large expanses of uniformly flat land. This flatness, together with the comparatively dry climate, has made it the main area in the country for the growing of wheat and other arable crops. Part of this region, the area known as the Fens, has been reclaimed from the sea, as much of it still has a very watery, misty feel to it. The Norfolk Broads, for example, are criss-crossed by hundreds of waterways but there are no towns here, so this is a popular area for boating holidays.
3.5. The Midlands

Birmingham is Britain’s second largest city. During the Industrial Revolution, Birmingham, and the surrounding area of the West Midlands (sometimes known as the Black Country) developed into the country’s major engineering centre. Despite the decline of heavy industry in modern times, factories in this area still convert iron and steel into a vast variety of goods.

There are other industrial areas in the Midlands, notably the towns between the Black Country and Manchester known as The Potteries (famous for producing china), and several towns in the East Midlands, such as Derby, Leicester and Nottingham. On the east coast, Grimsby, although a comparatively small town, is one of Britain’s most important fishing ports.

Although the midlands do not have many positive associations in the minds of British people, tourism has flourished in ‘Shakespeare country’ (centred on Stratford-on-Avon, Shakespeare’s birthplace), and Nottingham has successfully capitalized on the legend of Robin Hood.
3.6. Northern England

The Pennine mountains run up the middle of northern England like a spine. On either side, the large deposits of coal (used to provide power) and iron ore used to make machinery enabled these areas to lead the Industrial revolution in the 18th century. On the western side, the Manchester area became, in the 19th century, the world’s leading producer of cotton goods; on the eastern side, towns such as Bradford ad Leeds became the world’s leading producers of woollen goods. Many other towns sprang up on both sides of the Pennines at this time, as a result of the growth of certain auxiliary industries and of coal mining. Further south, Sheffield became a centre for the production of steel goods. Further north, around Newcastle, shipbuilding was the major industry.

In the minds of British people the prototype of the noisy, dirty factory that symbolizes the Industrial Revolution is found in the industrial north. The decline in heavy industry in Europe in the second half of the twentieth century has hit the industrial north of England hard. For a long time, the region as a whole has had a level of unemployment significantly above the national average.

The towns on either side of the Pennines are surrounded by steep slopes on which it is difficult to build and are surrounded by land most of which is unsuitable for any agriculture other than sheep farming. Therefore, the pattern of settlement in the north of England is often different from that in the south. Open and uninhabited countryside is never far away from its cities and towns. It is the typically industrial and the very rural interlock.
3.7.  Language        
As its name suggests, the English language, today spoken by billions of people around the world, originated as the language of England, where it remains the principal tongue today but the law does not recognize any language as being official. English is the only language used in England for general official business.

An Indo-European language in the Germanic family, English is closely related to Dutch, suggesting geographic proximity between the ancient Dutch and ancient Anglo-Saxons before the latter invaded Britain.

Used by aristocracy and commoners alike before the Norman conquest in 1066, English was displaced in cultured contexts under the new regime by the Norman French language of the new Anglo-French aristocracy. Its use was confined primarily to the lower social classes while official business was conducted in a mixture of Latin and French. Over the following centuries English gradually came back into fashion among all classes and for all official business ceremonies. But Middle English showed many signs of French influence, both in vocabulary and spelling.

The only native spoken language in England other than English is the Cornish language, a Celtic language spoken in Cornwall, which became extinct in the 19th century but has been revived and is spoken by around 3500 people. It has no official status and is not required for official use, but is supported by national and local government under the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages.

England is unusual in that there are many regional dialects and often a dialect may have different accents. Some dialects and accents are so strong that, for example, “Georgies” from the north-east of England are often not understood by Londoners. The most famous dialect is Cockney, used in London with various similar accents in Greater London and the Home Counties.

3.8. Religion.

Christianity arrived in Britain in the first or second centuries and existed independently of the Church of Rome after it was founded in the 5th century. The Christian Church of England came under Papal authority after the Synod of Whitby in 664, when King Oswiu of Northumbria decided to follow Roman rather than Celtic rituals and recognize the Pope as the head of the church. It separated from Rome in 1534 during the reign of King Henry VIII, though it briefly rejoined during the reign of Queen Mary I in 1555.

The Protestant Church of England, or Anglican Church, is the official state church in England. The British monarch must belong to it, but all other English people may worship as they choose. The spiritual head of the Church of England is the archbishop of Canterbury, known as the Primate of all England. 

The archbishop of Canterbury and York and 24 bishops have seats in the House of Lords. This gives the Church of England a formal link to the British government. The British monarch is the constitutional Supreme Governor of the Church of England. In practice, however, the effective leadership falls to the Archbishop of Canterbury.

Many English people belong to other Protestant churches, known as Free Churches. The largest Free Churches include the Baptist, Methodist, and United Reformed churches.

The Church of England has about 27 million members, but most of them do not attend services regularly. There are about 4 million other Protestants and about the same number of Roman Catholics in England. The Catholic Church is headed by the archbishop of Westminster. England has also about 1 million Muslims, about 400,000 Sikhs, about 300,000 Jews, and about 300,000 Hindus.

GENERAL SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT, EDUCATION AND ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE IN GB AND THEIR PECULIARITIES IN ENGLAND 
1. British Institutions.
1.1. The Constitution.
1.2. The Monarchy.

1.3. The Legislature.

1.4. The Executive Branch. Prime Minister and Cabinet.
1.5. System of Government in England. Local Government in England.
2. System of Education.

2.1. Junior and Secondary Education.

2.2. Higher Education.

3. Administration of Justice.
1. British Institutions.
1.1. The Constitution.
The British Constitution is an unwritten constitution, not being contained into one single legal document. It is based on statutes and important documents (such as the Magna Charta), case law (decisions taken by courts of law on constitutional matters), customs and conventions, and can be modified by a simple Act of Parliament like any other law. It contains two main principles – the rule of law (i.e. that everyone, whatever his or her station, is subject to the law) and the supremacy of Parliament, which implies that there is nobody that can declare the activities of Parliament unconstitutional and that Parliament can in theory do whatever it wishes. The constitutional safeguard of the separation of powers between the Legislature (the two Houses of Parliament) which makes laws, the Executive (the Government), which puts laws into effect and plans policy, and the Judiciary, which decides on cases arising out of the laws, is only theoretical.

The principles and procedures by which the country is governed and from which people’s rights are derived come from a number of different sources. They have been built up, bit by bit, over the centuries. Some of them are written down in laws agreed by Parliament, some of them have been spoken and then written down (judgments made in a court) and some of them have never been written down at all. For example, there is no written law in Britain that says anything about who can be the Prime Minister or what the powers of the Prime Minister are, even though he or she is probably the most powerful person in the country. Similarly, there is no single written document which asserts people’s rights. Some rights which are commonly accepted in modern democracies (for example, the rights not to be discriminated against on the basis of sex or race) have been formally recognized by Parliament through legislation; but others (for example, the rights not to be discriminated against on the basis of religion or political views) have not. Nevertheless, it is understood that these rights are also part of the constitution.

1.2. The Monarchy.

The UK is one of six constitutional monarchies within the European Community and this institution dates back in Britain to the Saxon king Egbert. Since the age of absolute monarchy there has been a gradual decline in the Sovereign’s power and, while formally still the head of the executive and the judiciary branches, commander-in-chief of all the armed forces, and temporal governor of the Church of England nowadays monarchs reign but they do not rule.
By statute and convention no monarch may be of Roman Catholic faith, nor marry someone of that faith; and the title to the throne passes to the male line of the family in order of descent and, if there are no sons, to the daughters in order of descent.
1.3. The Legislature.
Parliament is the supreme legislative authority and consists of three separate elements: the Sovereign, the House of Lords and the elected House of Commons. Over the centuries the balance between the three parts of the legislature has changed, so that the King’s role is now only formal and the House of Commons has gained supremacy over the House of Lords.

The House of Commons is a popular assembly elected by almost universal adult suffrage. There are 650 Members of Parliament (MPs) – each member representing one of the 650 geographical areas (constituencies) into which the country is divided for electoral purposes (523 for England, 38 for Wales, 72 for Scotland and 17 for Northern Ireland). If a MP dies, resigns or is made a peer, a by-election is held in that constituency to elect a new MP. Leaders of the Government and Opposition sit on the front benches of the Commons, with their supporters (back-benchers) behind them. The House is presided over by the Speaker.

The main function of the House of Commons is to legislate, but the strong party system in Britain has meant that the initiative in government lies not with Parliament but with the Government (most Bills are introduced by the Government, although they may also be introduced by individual MPs) and party members almost automatically pass whatever is put before them by their party.

The House of Lords, which is presided over by the Lord Chancellor, is probably the only upper House in the democratic world whose members are not elected. It is made up of the Lords Spiritual and the Lords Temporal; the former consist of the representatives of the Church of England (the Archbishops of York and Canterbury and 25 bishops); the latter comprise all hereditary and life peers (life peers, named by the Sovereign on the advice of the Prime Minister do not pass on their title when they die). The House of Lords can revise Bills sent to it by the House of Commons but it can only delay a Bill from becoming law for a maximum of 12 months.

Britain’s Sovereigns from 1066

	WILLIAM I
	–
	1066 – 1087 
	ELIZABETH I
	–
	1558 – 1603 

	WILLIAM II
	–
	1087 – 1100 
	JAMES I 
	–
	1603 – 1625 

	HENRY I
	–
	1100 – 1135 
	CHARLES I
	–
	1625 – 1649 

	STEPHEN
	–
	1135 – 1154 
	Commonwealth Declared 1649

	HENRY II
	–
	1154 – 1189 
	OLIVER CROMWELL LORD PROTECTOR
	–
	1653 – 1658 

	RICHARD I
	–
	1189 – 1199 
	RICHARD CROMWELL LORD PROTECTOR
	–
	1658 – 1659 

	JOHN
	–
	1199 – 1216 
	CHARLES II
	–
	1649 – 1685 

	HENRY III
	–
	1216 – 1272 
	JAMES II
	–
	1685 – 1689 

	EDWARD I
	–
	1272 – 1307 
	WILLIAM III and
	–
	1689 – 1702 

	EDWARD II
	–
	1307 – 1327 
	MARY II
	–
	1689 – 1694 

	EDWARD III
	–
	1327 – 1377 
	ANNE
	–
	1702 – 1714 

	RICHARD II
	–
	1377 – 1399 
	GEORGE I
	–
	1714 – 1727 

	HENRY IV
	–
	1399 – 1413 
	GEORGE II
	–
	1727 – 1760 

	HENRY V
	–
	1413 – 1422 
	GEORGE III
	–
	1760 – 1820 

	HENRY VI
	–
	1422 – 1461 
	GEORGE IV
	–
	1820 – 1830 

	EDWARD IV
	–
	1461 – 1483 
	WILLIAM IV
	–
	1830 – 1837 

	EDWARD V
	–
	1483
	VICTORIA
	–
	1837 – 1901 

	RICHARD III
	–
	1483 – 1485 
	EDWARD VII
	–
	1901 – 1910 

	HENRY VII
	–
	1485 – 1509 
	GEORGE V
	–
	1910 – 1936 

	HENRY VIII
	–
	1509 – 1547 
	EDWARD VIII
	–
	1936

	EDWARD VI
	–
	1547 – 1553 
	GEORGE VI
	–
	1936 – 1952 

	JANE GREY
	–
	1553
	ELIZABETH II
	–
	Succeeded 1952

	MARY I
	–
	1553 – 1558 
	


1.4. The Executive Branch. Prime Minister and Cabinet.
The leader of the party which obtains a majority of seats in a general election is named Prime Minister and is formally asked by the Sovereign to recommend a group of ministers to form a Government. The position of Prime Minister is based on convention, not statute, and dates back to when George I left the running of the country’s affairs to his ministers. A number of ministers are invited by the Prime Minister to attend regular meetings to discuss policy and this group of ministers is known as the Cabinet. It is a political convention for the Cabinet to act as a single man, which means that a minister who cannot accept a Cabinet decision must resign. (The main opposition party forms a Shadow Cabinet, which is more or less as the Government would be if the party were in power, and the relevant members act as opposition spokesmen on major issues). 

1.5. System of Government in England. Local Government.
England has no central government, instead using elements of the British system, which is itself rapidly becoming fragmented by the splitting-off of the Scottish Parliament, and to some extent, the Welsh Assembly. The existence or nor of the Irish assembly has varied since the late 1960s, depending on the status of Peace Talks with Sinn Fein and the IRA.

Although there are calls by some for a Devolved (separated) English Parliament, there appears to be little popular support for independence of England from the UK – perhaps due to its dominance in the Union. 

The current Labour government favoured the establishment of regional administration, claiming that England was too large to be governed as a sub-state entity. A referendum on this issue in the North East England on 4 November 2004 decisively rejected the proposal and it is unlikely that similar referendums will be held in other regions in the near future.

Local Government

England is divided into nine governmental regions: Greater London, South East England, South West England, East of England, East Midlands, West Midlands, North West England, Yorkshire and the Humbler and North East England. They are subdivided into “traditional” counties, of which there are 39, but not all of them now have any administrative identity today. Local Government is by councils, ranked by size and level of autonomy. The most common “Non-Unitary” hierarchy is two level with the County council being the higher level and District councils being the lower level. The two levels have different sets of responsibilities; for example, education is administered at the county level, local planning at the district level. Large cities and conurbations have “Unitary” councils with one-level that combines the function of County and District council. Some administrative counties also are unitary as they have no layer of Districts below them.
2. Education in England.
2.1. Junior and Secondary Education.

Education in England dates back from medieval times – Bablake School in Coventry, for example, was founded in 1344. More famous schools such as Eton College (1440), Harrow School (1572), Rugby School (1567) and Winchester College (1382) were also founded so long ago that tradition is great and long-standing. The oldest school is Westminster College, founded in 1179.

Education in England differs from the system used elsewhere in the UK as there are two basic systems: one covering England, Wales and Northern Ireland and one covering Scotland. Traditionally the English, Welsh and Northern Irish systems have emphasized depth of education whereas the Scottish system has emphasized breadth. Thus English, Welsh and Northern Irish students tend to sit a small number of more advanced examinations and Scottish students tend to sit a larger number of less advanced examinations. But English schools are allowed to vary locally, although by teenage years they have to reach identical levels for standardized qualifications.

An increasing number of children under 5 receive pre-school education. Some go to playgrounds several times a week and take part in structured play (play with some educational purpose) with other children of the same age. Others go to a nursery school or to the nursery department or kindergarten of a school. The availability of pre-school education varies from area to area, and parents often have to pay for it.
Children are required to be in full-time education between the ages of 5 and 16. In some areas of England children receive their primary education at an infant school and then a junior school, or at a primary school that combines the two. At about 11 they begin their secondary education at a comprehensive school, a grammar school or a high school. In other areas children go to a first school at the age of 5, a middle school at 8 and an upper school from 13 onwards. Some pupils, especially those hoping to go to university, stay at school for the sixth form or go to a sixth-form college.
Most children go to “state schools”. These schools receive money direct from central government and are run by a board of governors consisting of parents and members of the public. Some children go to independent schools run by private organizations, for which their parents have to pay fees. A few go to public schools such as Eton and Harrow. “Public” very often charge by reputation. These fees can vary from £5000 per annum to £30000 per annum for Eton, for example. Younger children may attend a private preparatory school (or prep school) until the age of 13.
Infant School or Primary School

Reception, acorn or pre-school – age 4 to 5

Age 5 to 7

Junior School or Primary School

Age 7 to 11

Secondary Education

Middle School, High School or Secondary School

Age 11 to 14

Upper School or Secondary School

Age 14 to 16 




GCSE examinations

Upper School, Secondary School, or Sixth Form College

Lower Sixth, age 16 to 17


AS-level examinations

Upper Sixth, age 17 to 18


A2-level examinations

Since 1988 the subjects to be taught in state schools have been laid down in the National Curriculum, which also set the standards to be achieved. Children have to study the core subjects of English, mathematics and science, and also the foundation subjects of technology, geography, history, art, music and physical education. Older children take a foreign language. The National Curriculum does not apply in Scotland, and schools there are free to decide how much time they devote to each subject. Children do standard assessment tests (SATs) at ages 7, 11 and 14. At 16 students take GCSE exams. GCSE (General Certificate of School Examination) examinations determine whether the candidate will progress further. Both AS-levels (Advanced and Special) and A2-levels count towards A-levels, which determine whether the candidate will receive higher education. Some students may take GNVQs (General National Vocational Qualifications) in work-related subjects.
2.2. Higher Education.

There are 102 universities in England. The most famous two are The University of Oxford, situated in the city of Oxford, which is the oldest university in the English-speaking world and Cambridge University, which are sometimes referred to collectively as Oxbridge. 

Both are collegiate universities, consisting of the university’s central facilities such as departments and faculties, libraries and science facilities, and then 39 colleges and 7 permanent private halls (PPHs) at Oxford and 31 colleges at Cambridge. All teaching staff and degree students must belong to one of the colleges or PPHs. These colleges are not only houses of residence, but have substantial responsibility for the teaching of undergraduates and postgraduates. Some colleges only accept postgraduate students.
Cambridge has produced more Nobel Prize laureates than any other university in the world. The colleges and PPHs of Oxbridge are effective institutions independent of the university itself and enjoy considerable autonomy. For example, colleges decide which students they are to admit. They are responsible for the domestic arrangements and welfare of students and for small group teaching, referred to as supervisions.

Other notable universities include colleges of the University of London, such as Imperial College, one of the strongest homes of science in the world, the London School of Economics and such newer groups as the “Redbrick” universities, built in Victorian times, such as the University of Manchester and Birmingham University.

In 1969, the Open University (OU) was launched and is claimed to be the first successful distance teaching university. The OU was founded on the belief that communications technology could bring high quality degree-level learning to people who had not had the opportunity to attend campus universities.

3. Administration of Justice in England.
English law, the law of England and Wales (but not Scotland and Northern Ireland), is known generally as the common law (as opposed to civil law). The essence of the common law is that it is made by judges sitting in courts, applying their common sense and knowledge of legal precedent to the fact before them. Because common law consisted of using what had gone before as a guide, “ancient usage”, common law places great emphasis on precedents.

There are basically two kinds of court. More than 90 % of al cases are dealt with in magistrates’ courts. Every town has one of these. In them, a panel of magistrates (usually three) passes judgement. In cases where they have decided somebody is guilty of a crime, they can also impose a punishment. This can be imprisonment for up to a year, or it can be a fine, although if it is a person’s ‘first offence’ and the crime is nor serious, they often impose no punishment at all. Magistrates, who are also known as Justices of Peace (JPs), are not trained lawyers. They are just ordinary people of good reputation who have been appointed to the job by a local committee. They do not get a salary or a fee for their work (though they get paid expenses). Inevitably, they tend to come from the wealthier sections of society and, in times past, their prejudices were very obvious. In modern times, however, some care is taken to make sure that JPs are recruited from as broad a section of society as possible.

Even serious criminal cases are first heard in a magistrate’s court. However, in these cases the JPs only need to decide that there is a prima facie case against the accused (in other words, that it is possible that he or she may be guilty). They then refer the case to a higher court. In most cases this will be a crown court, where a professional lawyer acts as the judge and the decision regarding guilt or innocence is taken by a jury. Juries consist of twelve people selected at random from the list of voters. They do not get paid for their services and are obliged to perform this duty. In order for a verdict to be reached, there must be agreement among at least 10 of them. If this does not happen, the judge has to declare a mistrial and the case must start all over again with a different jury. A convicted person may appeal to the Court of Criminal Appeal (generally known just as the Appeal Court) in London either to have the conviction quashed (i.e. the jury’s previous verdict is overruled and he is pronounced ‘not guilty’) or to have the sentence (i.e. punishment) reduced. The highest court of all in Britain is the House of Lords.
The duty of the judge during a trial is to act as the referee while the prosecution and defence put their cases and question witnesses, and to decide what evidence is admissible and what is not (what can or can’t be taken into account by the jury). It is also, of course, the judge’s job to impose punishment on those found guilty of crimes.

The Central Criminal Court, commonly known as The Old Bailey, is a Crown Court (criminal high court) in London, dealing with major criminal cases for England and Wales, as well as Greater London. It is one of the most famous courts in the world. It stands on the site of the mediaeval Newgate Gaol, in the street also called Old Bailey.

A fundamental concept in any legal dealing in England is that a person is innocent until proved guilty and they do not have to prove their innocence.

The second key concept is that public figures and Civil Servants have a responsibility to set an example by exemplary behaviour and any violation of the law is dealt with harshly and in a very public manner. There is no “politicians’ immunity”, there are no ‘special’ ID cards and no cars have ‘special’ numberplates.

Law Enforcement

The British police are 49 similar but independent police services which operate in the UK. The largest is the Metropolitan Police Service in London, better known as the London Met or Scotland Yard, named after the original location of their headquarters. Unlike the police in most other countries, the British police are not routinely armed, except in Northern Ireland, at airports, nuclear facilities, and on special protection duties. The British police are today substantially helped by technology. There are now over 4,5 mil. CCTV (Closed Circuit Television) cameras installed across the UK and much routine traffic policing has been replaced by flash cameras. Fines arrive by post and start at £60 (600 UAH), with penalty points also given, 3 for a minor offence and 12 points means a driver will be disqualified from driving.
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1. Arts and Culture.
Literature.

William Shakespeare (1564 – 1616) is probably the greatest of all writers in the English Language. His ability to capture and convey the most profound aspects of human nature is regarded by many as unequalled, and the English Renaissance has often been called “the age of Shakespeare”. He was among the few playwrights who have excelled in both tragedy and comedy and several of his plays contain songs that are among the finest lyric poems in English. He also wrote 154 sonnets, two narrative poems, and several shorter poems. Most historians agree that W.S. – actor, playwright and poet – was a single person, for the life and work of whom there is considerable historical evidence. There is also a large number of conspiracy theories that claim S. was a collective of authors, another person entirely or even Queen Elizabeth I herself. These have been formed as it is difficult to imagine how one man could have written so much of such quality.
The first great identifiable individual in English literature, the poet Geoffrey Chaucer, wrote “the Canterbury Tales” in the 1370s, a popular work of the period which readers still enjoy today. John Milton (“Paradise Lost”) and John Dryden (“Marriage a la Mode”) were major writers of the 17th century, Jonathan Swift wrote “Gulliver’s Travels” in 1726 and John Brinsley Sheridan wrote many plays in the same era, including two clever comedies of manners, “The Rivals” (1775) and “The School for Scandal” (1777).

William Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor Coleridge were the first important English romantic poets, followed by Lord Byron, Percy Shelley and John Keats.

Jane Austen is still many people’s favourite author today and her works, including “Pride and Prejudice” (1813) and “Emma” (1816) are known for their independence and wit.

The novels of Charles Dickens are noted for their colourful and sometimes eccentric characters. In “Oliver Twist” (1837 – 1839) and “David Copperfield” (1849 – 1850), Dickens described the lives of children made miserable by cruel or thoughtless adults.

The novels of the three Bronte sisters – Emily, Charlotte, and Anne – have many romantic elements and are known especially for their psychologically tormented heroes and heroines. From the late Victorian era, George Elliot, Thomas Hardy and Rudyard Kipling remain popular today.

In the early 20th century, HG Wells, John Galsworthy and Virginia Woolf are regarded most highly and after the war, Graham Greene, George Orwell, Mervyn Peake, Doris Lessing and William Golding are thought to be the most significant writers.

John Ronald Reuel Tolkien (1892 – 1973) is the author of the famous “the Hobbit” and its sequel “The Lord of the Rings”. He attended Oxford University and worked as professor of Anglo-Saxon at Oxford from 1925 to 1945. He was a distinguished lexicographer and an expert in Anglo-Saxon and Old Norse. The Lord of the Rings was voted as Britain’s favourite book and the three Hollywood films of the 21st century have become the favourite of many cinema viewers.

JK Rowling. By the present time more Harry Potter books has been sold across the world than any other except the Bible and the Koran. The six volumes were joined by the seventh in July 2007. The first book was published in 1997 when reading was rapidly dropping in popularity, especially in the USA and among the young. The sheer, gripping quality of Rowling’s writing has in part reversed this trend. Born in 1965, Joanne Kathleen Rowling has already become Britain’s richest woman and a billionaire.
2. National Personalities.
In November 2002, the British public voted Sir Winston Churchill the Greatest Briton of all time following a nationwide poll organized by the BBC. The top ten, oddly all English, was selected from a list of 100 voted for by BBC TV, internet and radio users and the order was: Winston Churchill, Isambard Kingdom Brunel, Diana Princess of Wales, Charles Darwin, W. Shakespeare, Isaac Newton, Queen Elizabeth I, John Lennon, Horatio Nelson, Oliver Cromwell. Although Sir Mick Jagger was only just in the top 50, he and the Rolling Stones were voted the second most important icon of England in a later survey by the BBC. 
Churchill, Sir Winston (1874 – 1965), was one of the greatest statesmen in the world history. Churchill reached the height of his fame as the heroic prime minister of Great Britain during World War II (1939 – 1945). Churchill was also a noted author, painter and soldier. Churchill not only made history, he also wrote it as a historian, war reporter, and biographer he showed an excellent command of the English language. In 1953 he won the Nobel Prize for literature. Yet as a schoolboy he was the worst student in his class. Churchill joined the armed forces in 1895 as an army lieutenant under Queen Victoria. He ended his career in 1964 as an MP, a member of the House of Commons under Queen Elizabeth II, the great-great-granddaughter of Queen Victoria.

In 1893 Winston entered the Royal Military College at Sandhurst and in 1895 was appointed a second lieutenant in the cavalry regiment. In 1900 Churchill returned to England as a Boer War hero and was elected to Parliament. He soon began to criticize many Conservative policies and in 1904 broke with his party completely. In the next election, in 1906, Churchill ran as a Liberal and won. In 1922 he lost the election and returned to Parliament in 1924 after he rejoined the Conservative Party. He became Prime Minister in 1940. In April 1953, Churchill was knighted by Queen Elizabeth. Earlier he had refused this title as well as an earldom and dukedom. As an earl or duke he could not have served in the Commons. In April 1955, Churchill retired. He suffered a stroke on Jan.15, 1965. He died nine days later, at the age of 90.

The Beatles and the Stones.  
Almost as much an icon of England as a cup of tea are “The Rolling Stones”, led by Sir Mick Jagger. They have become even more of an icon than the “Beatles” overtaking them in 2004. Formed in 1961, “The Rolling Stones” released their latest album in 2005. Sir Mick Jagger was knighted in December 2003.

“The Beatles” were the most influential popular music group of the rock era. They affected the post-war baby boom generation in Britain, the US and other countries during the 1960s. They are the most popular group in rock history with over three thousand recorded versions. They disbanded in 1970. John Lennon was murdered in 1980, George Harrison died in 2001, Sir Paul McCartney was knighted in 1997.

Diana, Princess of Wales.

In the survey of the greatest Britons Diana, Princess of Wales, came third, ahead of all the English Royal family throughout history. From the time of her marriage to the Prince of Wales in 1981 until her death in a car accident in Paris in 1997, she was one of the most photographed and most iconic celebrities. She was the mother of the second and third in line to the British throne, HRH Prince William of Wales and HRH Prince Henry of Wales. Diana was born in 1961, the youngest daughter of Edward Spencer, Viscount Althorp, and his wife Frances. Diana was a descendant of King Charles I. her wedding to Prince Charles took place at St Paul’s Cahtedral in London on July 29, 1981 before 3500 invited guests and 750 million television viewers around the world. Lady Diana was the first Englishwoman to marry an heir to the throne since 1659.  In the latter 1980s her marriage to the Prince of Wales fell apart. Lady Diana supported many charitable projects. She is especially noted for her campaigns against the use of landmines and helping the victims of AIDS. Although the Prince and Princess Wales separated on December 1992, their divorce was not finalized until August 1996. The following year, she was killed with her lover in a car crash, trying to escape from the paparazzi following her.                
\

3. Mass Media.
Regular newspaper publication dates from the mid 17th century. Prior to then it was believed that the ‘reckless’ reporting of news might endanger the Crown and the country. A limit was placed on the printing of news other than of events abroad, natural disasters, royal declarations and crimes. There were weekly newsletters published from the 1620s containing such news. The Daily Universal Register began life in 1785 and was later to become known as The Times from 1788. The Manchester Guardian was founded in Manchester in 1821 by a group of non-conformist businessmen. Its most famous editor, Charles Prestwich Scott, made the Manchester Guardian into a world-famous newspaper in the 1890s. It is now called The Guardian.

In England, newspapers used to be classified by distribution as local or national and by page size as tabloids and broadsheets. The broadsheet or quality papers cater for the better educated readers. The tabloids or popular papers sell to a much larger readership. They contain far less print than the broadsheets and far more pictures. They use larger headlines and write in a simpler style of English. While the broadsheets devote much space to politics and other ‘serious’ news, the tabloids concentrate on ‘human interest’ stories, which often means sex and scandal. Two popular papers with large circulation are the “Daily Mirror” and the “Daily Sketch”. 
Newspaper publication is dominated by the national press. There are more than eighty local and regional daily papers; but the total circulation of all of them together is much less than the circulation of the national ‘dailies’. Most local papers do not appear on Sundays, so on that day the dominance of the national press is absolute. The ‘Sunday papers’ are so-called, because that is the only day on which they appear. Some of them are sisters of a daily (published by the same company) but employing separate editors and journalists. (Sunday Mirror, People, Sunday Express, Sunday Sport, Sunday Times, Sunday Telegraph, Observer).

The way politics is presented in the national newspapers reflects the fact that British political parties are essentially parliamentary organizations. Although different papers have differing political outlooks, none of the large newspapers is an organ of a political party. Many are often in favour of the policies of this or that party, but none of them would ever use ‘we’ or ‘us’ to refer to a certain party.

The British press is controlled by a rather small number of extremely large multinational companies. His fact helps to explain two notable features. One of these is its freedom from interference from government influence. The press is powerful in this respect that it is sometimes referred to as ‘the fourth estate’ (the other three being the Commons, the Lords and the monarch). This freedom is ensured because there is a general feeling in the country that ‘freedom of speech’ is a basic constitutional right.
The media is dominated by the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC), which was established by a Royal Charter in 1927. The BBC is an autonomous corporation run by a board of governors appointed by the government for a term of four years and it operates under license as the national publicly-founded broadcaster of the UK. Each household with a TV set is obliged to pay an annual license fee which funds the BBC, known colloquially as the ‘beeb’. BBC News claims to be the largest broadcast news gathering operation in the world, providing news through BBC network television and radio. BBC News is based at the News Centre at Television Centre but operates regional centres across the UK and bureaus around the world.
Right from the start, the BBC began to establish its effective independence and its reputation for impartiality. This first occurred through the medium of radio broadcasts to people in Britain. Then, in 1932 the BBC World Service was set up, with a license to broadcast first to the empire and then to other parts of the world. During the Second World War it became identified with the principles of democracy and free speech.
There is no advertising on the BBC. But Independent Television (ITV), which started in 1954, gets its money from the advertisements it screens. It consists of a number of privately owned companies, each of which is responsible for programming in different parts of the country on the single channel given to it. Most importantly for the structure of commercial television, ITV news programmes are not made by individual television companies. Independent Television News (ITN) is owned jointly by all of them. For this and other reasons, it has always been protected from commercial influence. There is no significant difference between the style and content of the news on ITV and that on the BBC.      

4. Traditions, Customs and Public Holidays.
Most holidays in England are national holidays, called Bank Holidays, because banks and government offices close on those days. Bank holidays include Christmas Day, Good Friday, Easter Monday, May Day, New Year’s Day and Boxing Day. There are also spring and summer bank holidays. Each nation in GB has additional Bank Holidays, except for England (St George’s Day (April 23rd) is not an official holiday in England).

4.1. May Day (the 1st of May) has been a major festival since medieval times in most modern European countries. In Britain it is important because of ancient pagan rituals, reinforced by the Roman day, Floriana, of the goddess of spring-time Flora, which in old times was also celebrated on the 1st of May. The celebrations commonly included the carrying of trees, green branches or garlands in procession; May King and May Queen are appointed and May tree or Maypole is set up. Maypole dancing is a traditional form of folk dance in Western Europe, especially in England, Sweden and Germany. Dancers led by the May Queen dance in a circle each holding a coloured ribbon attached to a central pole. Maypole dancing is extremely ancient and is thought to have Pagan fertility symbolism. Originally such rites were intended to ensure fertility to the crops, cattle and human beings, but in most cases this significance was gradually lost, and the practices survived merely as popular festivities. 

May Day was designated as International Labour Day by the International Socialist congress of 1889. Since then, May 1st has been a Bank Holiday in Britain and designated as the Worker’s Day but the traditions of the Maypole and the choice of May Queen survive, being organized by many historical societies around Britain.

4.2. Fireworks Night. 

British history has many thousands of events that have been recorded but only one seems to have caught the public imagination and remained popular almost 400 years later. This is the failed conspiracy of English Roman Catholics to blow up Parliament and King James I with his family on Nov. 5, 1605. Before they could achieve this, one of them, Guy Fawkes, was caught in the cellars under the Parliament with the gunpowder. He and his fellow-conspirators were all killed. At the time, the failure of the gunpowder plot was celebrated as a victory for British Protestantism over rebel Catholicism. However, it has now lost its religious and patriotic connotations. This day is called Guy Fawkes’ Day – or more commonly Bonfire Night. In most parts of Britain, Catholic children celebrate it just as enthusiastically as Protestant children. Some children make a ‘guy’ out of old clothes stuffed with newspaper several weeks beforehand. They then place this somewhere on the street and ask passers-by for a ‘penny for the guy’. What they are actually asking for is money to buy fireworks with. On Guy Fawkes’ Night itself there are ‘bonfire parties’ throughout the country, at which the ‘guy’ is burnt. Some people cook food in the embers of the bonfire, especially chestnuts or potatoes.
4.3. Mother’s Day. 

Called both Mother’s Day and Mothering Sunday in Britain, this is by far the most widely celebrated such day in Britain although marketing organizations have attempted to introduce many similar days throughout the year (Father’s Day in June, Grandmother’s Day). This day was originally called Laetare Sunday, and is the fourth Sunday in Lent in the Western Christian Church. In medieval England, Simnel cakes (special fruitcakes) were consumed on this day. Today greeting cards, flowers and gifts are presented on Mothering Sunday and children in most Infant Schools usually spend a couple of days breaking off normal lessons to craft gifts for their mothers.
4.4. Easter.

Easter is the main festival of the Christian church year, celebrating the Resurrection of Jesus on the third day after his Crucifixion. In Britain it very much tends to take second place after Christmas in importance and is seen much more as an opportunity to take a short holiday than as a religious commemoration. The first day of the festival is Good Friday, commemorating the crucifixion; then go Easter Sunday and Easter Monday, celebrating the Resurrection of Jesus. On these days various sport events, antique fairs, rallies of steam-engined vehicles or classic cars, exhibitions of archery at castles are held. Easter customs have taken a variety of forms, in which, for example, eggs, formerly forbidden to be eaten during Lent, have been prominent as symbols of new life and resurrection. A few towns and villages in Britain have retained the traditions of “egg rolling” where children race hard-boiled eggs by rolling them down a hill on Good Friday. Egg-painting with patterns and colours was used to identify an individual’s egg. These Easter Eggs appear on the shelves of shops in Britain immediately after the New Year as it has become polite custom to present chocolate eggs to family, friends and acquaintances on Easter Sunday in echo of Christmas gift-giving.

5.National Icons. 
England has a vast number of cultural icons. The winner among all the icons is a cup of tea. The other symbols are: cricket, the red London double-decker bus, the Spitfire Plane, James Bond, the black taxi cab, fish-and-chips, British beer and, surprisingly enough, the Rolling Stones. Now about the winner: a cup of tea represents Englishness and the history of the industrial revolution, with mass production of china (including tea cups). Simultaneously, people were drinking a safe drink, made with boiling water so that germs were killed and with the antiseptic properties of several components of tea. Tea came to England from India and China, although black Indian tea was always more popular, drunk with milk as in many regions of India.
Gin is English in the way that whisky is Scottish, cognac is French and Horilka is Ukrainian. One of the most successful brands is “Beefeater” that uses the traditional symbol of a ceremonial guard at the Tower of London, dressed in a costume that dates back to Tudor times. There is no national costume of England, so on the Miss World contest Miss England usually wears a modified Beefeater costume.
A thatched cottage is the most prized (and expensive) housing for many Englishmen. It can be explained by the fact that privacy in quiet surroundings is very important for the English, besides tradition is an essential part of the English character.

One of the best known symbols of London is the classic red double-decker bus, known correctly as the Routemaster. It was developed between 1947 and 1956 to replace the trolleybuses, which had themselves replaced the trams. It was first introduced in 1956 and built specifically for London.
In the UK, a hackney carriage is a taxicab. Originally it was a Hanson cab, a horse-drawn carriage that operated as a vehicle for hire. Today hackney carriage is a taxicab that is allowed to travel the streets looking foe passengers to pick up, as opposed to private hire vehicles sometimes called minicabs, which may only pick up passengers who visit the taxi operator’s office or phone it. Since 1928, these taxis have been built by Carbodies in Coventry and are renowned for durability and reliability. Carbodies changed its name to London Taxis International during the 90ies and now exports “London Cabs” to the USA, Japan and many other countries.
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
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The USA is the fourth largest country in the world (after Russia, Canada and China). It occupies the southern part of North America and stretches from the Pacific to the Atlantic Ocean. It also includes Alaska in the north and Hawaii in the Pacific Ocean. 
The Flag of the US of America consists of thirteen equal horizontal stripes of red representing the 13 original colonies and a blue rectangle with 50 small, white, five-pointed stars representing the 50 states. The flag is commonly called “the Stars and Stripes” and less commonly “Old Glory left”. Another popular name is “Star Spangled Banner”. This is also the name of the national Anthem of the US.

In 1776 the 13 colonies declared their independence from GB. So the United States was born. George Washington was a general of the American Army. He decided that the US also needed a flag. There is a story that General George Washington asked Betty Ross to make the flag. She used three colours: red, white and blue. The red colour was for courage, white was for liberty and blue was for justice. She sewed thirteen red and white stripes and thirteen white stars in a circle on a blue square. The thirteen stars and stripes stood for the number of the states at the beginning of the US. On June 14, 1777, the Congress confirmed this flag as the National Flag. Later new states joined the US. This was a problem for the flag. In 1818 the Congress made another law about the flag. The thirteen stripes stayed the same, but for each new state there was a new star. Today there are fifty stars on the flag. Hawaiian Islands were the last star in 1959.

The Pledge of Allegiance is a promise or oath of allegiance to the US and the Stars and Stripes. It is commonly recited in unison at public events, and especially in school classrooms, where the Pledge is a mandatory morning ritual. In its present form, the words of the Pledge are: I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the USA, and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

The Great Seal of the US, first used in 1782, is used to confirm certain documents issued by the Government. The phrase is used both for the physical seal itself, and more generally for the design represented upon it.
Though the US has never adopted any “national coat of arms”, the image represented on the great seal, is used as a national symbol, and is used on state documents such as passports.                
2. Physical Geography.

The area of the USA is 9,631,419 km2 almost all of which is on the American continent. Its overseas possessions are mainly small Pacific Islands plus Puerto Rico. It has three land borders, two with Canada and one with Mexico, and one territorial-waters boundary with Russia. It is washed by the Pacific Ocean, the Bering Sea, the Arctic Ocean and the Atlantic Ocean.  
The 48 states having a common boundary extend from New York in the East to San Francisco or Los Angeles in the West, i.e. from the Atlantic coast to the Pacific coast, you have to travel more than 4,500 km and leave behind four time zones. The other two states, Alaska and Hawaii, are situated respectively near the Arctic circle and in the tropical part of the pacific Ocean (3,200 km from the mainland). 

Thanks to these geographical extremes, different parts of the country range from moist rain forest areas to desert regions and bald mountain peaks. Mount McKinley in Alaska is the highest point in the USA (6,194 metres), while part of Death Valley in California is 89 metres below sea level. The West is an extensive mountain area occupying approximately one-third of the US and is a region of tremendous variety, which can be subdivided into various other areas. It consists of high ranges of the Cordillera parallel to the pacific Coast culminating on its eastern border in the Rocky Mountains, which stretch from mountainous Alaska down to Mexico. These mountains are rich in resources such as gold, lead and uranium.

Among high mountains at the western edge of the Cordillera – the Sierra Nevada, the Cascades and the Coastal Ranges – there are broad, fertile valleys and large plateau regions with canyons, cliffs and basins that contain many important metals, oil and natural gas.
The heart of the US is a vast plain, which extends from Central Canada southwards to Mexico and from the Cordillera eastwards to the Appalachian Mountains. These interior plains, which rise gradually like a saucer to higher land on all sides, are divided into two major parts: the eastern portion is called the Central Plains and the western portion – the great Plains, both of which have good soil.

The Appalachian Mountains – a chain of low mountains – are extremely rich in coal and iron. These mountains are at the western edge of the Atlantic coastal plain, which is a long gently rolling lowland area. These coastal plains are very flat: nowhere in Florida, for example, is more than 350 feet above sea level. The soil is very poor, except in the fertile southern part.

Rivers of the USA and Climate.

The US has several immensely long rivers. There are a large number of rivers in the eastern part of the country, the longest of which is the Missouri (4,740 km), a tributary of the Mississippi (3,950 km). The Mississippi-Missouri system extends for over 6000 km before entering the Gulf of Mexico near New Orleans. Two other tributaries of the Mississippi – the Ohio and Tennessee – are more than 1500 km long. In the West the Rio Grande, which forms part of the United States-Mexico border, flows for 3016 km and only the Colorado (2320 km), Columbia (2240 km) and the San Joaquin-Sacramento river systems reach the Pacific.

The Great lakes is a group of five large lakes on or near the United States-Canadian border, sometimes referred to as inland seas. They are the largest group of fresh water lakes on the earth. The St. Lawrence river connects the lakes to the Atlantic Ocean.

Most of the country has a humid continental climate with hot summers and cold winters, while the lack of natural barriers allows cold, dry air to flow south from Canada and warm humid air north from the Gulf of Mexico giving rise to weather of every possible type in the Great Plains and Midwest. Summers are hot and very humid in this region and rainfall decreases to the west as a result of the rain shadow created by the West Pacific Range and the Sierra Nevada. The southwest portion of the Great Plains is the hottest and the most arid region of the US, with precipitation, mostly in the form of summer showers. The Pacific coast is almost rainless in the summer, although there is often fog. In winter there is frequent drizzle, but the climate remains generally warm and dry, especially in California. The eastern part of the country is moderately rainy, with the precipitation fairly well distributed throughout the year. Summers tend to be extremely humid, especially along the coast of Texas and Florida.
National Parks.

Today there are 38 national parks in the USA, most of them in the West, covering more than 14 million acres. Additional millions of acres have been set aside as national monuments, national recreation areas, national forests and national seashores. Millions of vacationing Americans each year enjoy days or weeks of relaxation amid nature’s most impressive splendours.

One of the biggest national parks in the world and in fact the first of the kind is Yellowstone National Park in the Rockies that is noted for exceptional beauty with its waterfalls and rivers (states Wyoming, Idaho, Montana). Almost two decades passed before new national parks were created, and then, in 1890, Sequoia and Yosemite were both established in California. In 1901 – 1909 during Theodore Roosevelt’s administration eight national parks were established.

Human Geography and Demographics.

According to the US Census Bureau, the population estimate for 2005 was 295,734,134. The percentage of females was 50,9 %. Despite the post-war “Baby Boom” that has left most European countries with a high percentage of pensioners today, over a quarter of Americans are under 18 as birth rates are still high. Immigration is still significant, with over 11 % of Americans born abroad.

Although many Americans are rich by any standards, 12,4% live below “the poverty line”. Americans, in part due to categories decided by the US government, generally describe themselves as being one of five ethnic groups:

White (also called Caucasian)               68.0 %

African American (also called Black)   12.9 %

Hispanic (also called Latino)                13.4 %

Asian American                                     4.2 %
Native American                                    1.5 %

About 75 % of the US population live in urban areas and there are 170 cities of more than 100,000, 24 of which have populations of over 500,000. Most of these urban centres lie along the Atlantic and Pacific coasts, the Gulf of Mexico and the Great Lakes. The most populous area is the relatively small Northeast, which accounts for nearly one fourth of the nation’s population. The state with the highest population is California, the state with the lowest population is Alaska.

Washington DC

Washington DC, officially the District of Columbia is the capital city and administrative district of the US of America. Washington DC is part of the Baltimore-Washington Metropolitan Area, which also includes parts of Maryland, Virginia and West Virginia. It lies on the Potomac river.
Washington is near the East Coast. It should not be confused with the State of Washington, located in the pacific Northwest. The population of the District of Columbia is 563,384.

The headquarters of all three branches of the US federal government are in W., as well as the headquarters of most federal agencies. W. also serves as the headquarters for the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund.

Work on the capital began in 1791. The man who designed the city was Major Pierre-Charles L’Enfant. He based his design on Paris, which incorporated a basic grid system, inter-cut with broad diagonal avenues radiating from circles and squares. To preserve the grandeur of the National Mall, the White House, the Capitol the entire city is subject to strict height limits. This limitation was introduced in the 19th century when government officials realized that structural steel “skyscrapers” could overwhelm the city and so W. has a relatively modest skyline in comparison to the majority of American cities.

W. has many national landmarks, museums and sports teams and is a popular destination for tourists.

The Washington Monument is a large white-coloured obelisk in the centre of the National Mall in W. DC built as a memorial to George Washington, the first president of the US and the leader of the revolutionary Continental Army, which won independence from the British.

 The National Mall is the most important venue for celebrations, demonstrations and protests. The White House is the official residence and principal workplace of the President of the US. The Lincoln Memorial, on the National Mall in W.DC is a memorial to US President Abraham Lincoln.

LANGUAGE,RELIGION,CUSTOMS AND TRADITIONS IN THE USA

1. Language in the USA.

2. Religion

3. Customs, traditions

4. National icons

5. National personalities

The USA has no official language, but English is used de facto nationwide. Spanish is the second language and it is estimated that around 20 % of Americans speak Spanish as their first language.
American English or US English is the diverse form of the English language used mostly in the USA. According to the 1990 census, 97 % of US residents speak US English “well”. As of 2004, more than two-thirds of native speakers of English use the American dialect, although most of whom English is a second language around the world prefer Anglo-English.

English was inherited from British colonization. The first wave of English-speaking immigrants was settled in North America in the 17th century. They brought with them Anglo-English words that remained in their vocabulary but were replaced in Anglo-English itself. “Diaper” for example, is archaic Anglo-English, replaced by “nappy” but the word survives in AmE. Similarly “gotten” as the past participle of “get” is also archaic in Anglo-English. In North America there were also speakers of the German, French, Dutch, Native American, Spanish, Swedish and Finnish languages. For almost a century, the majority of immigrants were German speakers and this had a major effect on American grammar, spelling and vocabulary.

American English has both spelling and grammatical differences from Anglo-English, some of which were made to simplify the English spelling used by Anglo-English at the time. The first American dictionary was written by Noah Webster in 1828. At the time America was a relatively new country and Webster’s particular contribution was to show that the USA spoke a different dialect from the various British ones, and so he wrote a dictionary with many spellings differing from the standard. Webster also argued for (виступав за) many “simplifications” to conventional spelling. Many words are shortened and differ from other versions of English. Frequently, German spellings such as “center” are used instead of “centre”. But American English sometimes favours words that are morphologically more complex, whereas Anglo-English uses clipped forms, such as AmE “transportation” or Anglo-English “transport” or where the British form is a back-formation, such as AmE “burglarize” and Anglo-English “burgle” (from burglar) (здійснювати крадіжку зі взломом).

Religion in the USA

The Constitution of the USA guarantees of separation of church and state, and freedom to choose religion. The percentage of Americans going to Church at least once a week is significantly higher than in almost all European countries. As of the 2003 census estimate, the major religions in the USA were:

Protestant 


54%

Roman Catholic

25%

“none” 


10%

Eastern Orthodoxy 
3%

Jewish 


2.8%

Mormon 


2%

Muslim 


1.9%

Buddhist 


0.5%

Hindu 


0.5%

Unitarian Universalist
0.3%

The major protestant denominations are (in order): Baptist, Methodist, Lutheran, Presbyterian, Pentecostal, Episcopalian, Latter-Day Saints (Mormon), Church of Christ and Congregational. As you see, among Christians there are more Protestants than Catholics. However, there are many different Protestant groups. So Catholics, although outnumbered by Protestants, are the single largest religious group. There are some differences among the religions when it comes to religion. In part these differences are related to where different immigrant groups settled. Many Germans and Scandinavians settled in the Midwest. So today there are many Lutheran churches in the Midwest. The Baptist religion really developed in the South. Today there are still many Baptists in the Southern states. The state of Utah, in the west was settled by Mormons, so the majority of people in Utah today are Mormons.
Traditions, customs and public holidays
The US does not have national holidays as holidays of the US vary locally. The federal government recognizes ten annual holidays for its employees and these are widely observed by local governments and businesses, but they may alter the dates of observance according to local custom. New Year’s Day, Independence Day, Thanksgiving and Christmas Day are the most important.
In the USA, Independence Day, also called the Fourth of July, celebrates the adoption of the Declaration of Independence in 1776. Independence day, as the only holiday celebrating the USA as a country, is a national holiday marked by patriotic displays. Many politicians on this day appear at a public event to praise the nation’s heritage and people. Families often mark the Fourth with a picnic or barbecue, and frequently see more distant relatives, taking advantage of the longer weekend. Parades are often held the morning of the 4th; the evening is usually marked by public displays of fireworks. Fireworks have been associated with the Fourth of July since 1777.

Thanksgiving is a holiday celebrated in of North America, generally observed as an expression of gratitude to God for giving them America. It is regarded as much more significant to American society than Easter. This day was first celebrated in 1621 by those Englishmen who founded New England’s first Colony in Plymouth in 1620. They were Protestants, who sailed to America on the “Mayflower”. During their first winter on American land, over half of the settlers died of starvation and epidemics, but in spring the survivors continued their struggle for life, cultivating the rocky soil and planting Indian seed corn. The harvest in autumn was very rich. The governor, William Bradford, proclaimed “the day of Thanksgiving onto the Lord for the autumn harvest”. The settlers had turkey and different fruit for their feast.

Nowadays Thanksgiving is celebrated with a feast shared among friends and family. In the US it is an important family holiday, and people often travel across the country to be with family members for the holiday. The Thanksgiving holiday is generally a “four-day” weekend in the US, in which Americans are given the relevant Thursday and Friday off. The holiday is usually celebrated on the fourth Thursday in November. Thanksgiving is almost entirely celebrated at home, unlike the Fourth of July or Christmas, which are associated with public entertainment.

The centerpiece of contemporary Thanks. is a large meal in the late afternoon or evening with a large roasted turkey. Many other foods are served alongside the turkey – so many that, because of the amount of food, the Thanks. meal is generally served midday or early afternoon to make time for the eating.
Halloween is a holiday celebrated on the night of October 31, usually by children dressing in costumes and going door-to-door collecting sweets. It is celebrated most commonly in the US, but also in Ireland, Scotland and Canada. Celtic and other immigrants brought older versions of traditions to North America in the 19th century, which transformed into contemporary American Halloween in the early 20th century. The form “Halloween” derives from an old contraction, still retained in Scotland, of “All Hallow’s Eve”, so called as it is the day before “All Hallows” holy day.

The most characteristic symbol of Halloween is a jack-o’-lantern, a pumpkin whose top and stem have been carved off and inner membranes and seeds are taken out to leave a hollow shell. Sections of a side are carved out to make a design, usually a face. A light source (traditionally a candle) is placed inside the pumpkin and the top is put back into place. The main event of Halloween is trick-or-treating, in which children dress up in scary costumes and go door-to-door in their neighborhood, ringing the bell and yelling “trick or treat!” People give them sweets, miniature chocolate bars or other treats.

National icons. Blue Jeans were invented in Genoa, Italy when that city was an independent Republic and a naval power. The first jeans were made for the Genoese Navy because it required all-purpose trousers for its sailors that could be worn wet or dry. Jeans were developed in America around 1872 by Levi Strauss, a Bavarian trader living in San Francisco. One of Levi’s customers was Jacob Davis, a tailor who had an idea to use copper rivets (rivit – закльопка) to reinforce the pocket corners and the base of the button fly. After Levi formed a business partnership with Jacob, in 1873, the two men received patent from the USA Patent and Trademark Office, and blue denim (груба бавовняна тканина) jeans were born.
American comic books are typically small magazines containing fictional stories drawn in comics. Throughout their history, a huge number of comic books have been produced in the US. Their mass publication started in the 1920s and 1930s and on of the first major characters, Superman was introduced in 1938. Comic book heroes have been, and continued to be, a major source of inspiration for Hollywood. Many blockbusters over the years have portrayed Batman, Superman, Blade, Spiderman, the X-Men, the Punisher and many others.

Fast food. Although most countries have take-away food or cafes, the USA has become associated around the world with “fast food” – that which is cooked in bulk and kept hot for rapid service. Much of this is due to McDonald’s, which is so widespread that its symbol can be seen in the majority of countries. The company operates other restaurant brands, such as “Aroma Cafe”, “Boston Market”, “Chipotle Mexican Grill”, “Donatos Pizza” which are also very profitable. In other culinary areas, American fast-food chains operating in more than 50 countries around the world include “KFC” (Kentucky Fried Chicken), “Domino’s Pizza”, “Pizza Hut”, “Starbucks” and “Dunkin Donuts”.
Mount Rushmore National Memorial is located in South Dakota. Between 1927 and 1941, Gutzon Borglum and 400 workers sculpted the 18 m busts of Presidents George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Theodore Roosevelt and Abraham Lincoln to represent the first 150 years of American history.

Coca-Cola was invented by John Pemberton, a former Confederate Army colonel in 1886 in Georgia, originally as a “coca wine” called “Pemberton’s French Wine Cola”. The beverage was later named “Coca-Cola” because originally, the stimulant added was cocaine, from coca leaves. Also, the drink was flavoured with Cola nuts. Today, the stimulant has been changed to caffeine instead, but the essential flavour still comes from a secret recipe that included cola nuts and coca leaf. The first sales were made at Jacob’s Pharmacy in Atlanta, Georgia and for the first eight months only nine drinks were sold each day. Today the “Coca-Cola company” has a product range of over 400 beverages across 200 countries and about 1 billion bottles are sold per day.
National Personalities.

Elvis Aron Presley (1935 – 1977), also known as The King of Rock and Roll, was an American singer who had a great effect on world culture. Over 21 years until his death in 1977 Elvis had 146 top 100 hits, 112 top 40 hits, 72 top 20 hits and 40 top 10 hits. All of these are still record achievements. “Don’t be cruel” and “Hound Dog” topped all three of the pop, black and country music charts in 1956. Presley starred in 31 motion pictures. These were usually musicals based around Presley performances, and marked the beginning of his transition from rebellious rock and roller to all-round family entertainer. Presley was deeply religious. He recorded several gospel albums. His three Grammy awards are all for gospel music. He died at his home Graceland in Memphis, Tennessee in 1977 and is now buried on its grounds. He was 42 years old.

Marilyn Monroe (1926 – 1962) was an American actress of the 20th century. Childhood pictures show that she was born a blonde, but turned a brunette as she grew up. She dyed her hair several different shades of blonde as an adult. Though she was the biggest star in the world by 1954 (with films such as “Gentlemen prefer blondes”, “How to marry a millionaire”), she became tired of the “dumb (дурний) blonde” roles. She broke her contract and went to New York to study acting. She formed her own production company with photographer Milton H. Greene, in which the first production was Marilyn’s blockbuster hit “The Seven Year Itch” (1955). The next seven years saw many highs and lows in Marilyn’s career as well as her second and third marriages to major celebrities Joe Di Maggio the baseball player and Arthur Miller the playwright. Marilyn Monroe was found dead on August 5, 1962 in the bedroom of her California home at the age of 36 from an overdose of barbiturates. Her tempestuous (бурхливий) life included an alleged liaison (любовний зв'язок, у якому вона підозрювалася) with John Kennedy and many conspiracy theories believe that she was killed because of that relationship.
John Fitzgerald Kennedy (1917 – 1963) was the youngest man ever to be elected President. He was also the only Roman Catholic ever to be elected president. For all his youthful energy and magnetism, he represented the quintessence of America. A Navy officer during WWII, he became a congressman in 1947 and a US senator in 1952. Nine years later, he lad the Democratic Party to the White House, becoming the 35th American president. His term was an era of great changes. He established the Peace Corps, settled the Cuban Missile crisis, peacefully averting a nuclear war with the Soviet Union, stimulated the US space exploration. Kennedy asked Congress to approve more than 22 billion dollars for the Apollo Project, which had the goal of landing an American man on the Moon before the end of the decade. In 1969, six years after Kennedy’s death, this goal was finally realized when Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin became the first humans to land on the Moon. Unfortunately, JFK is often best remembered for his assassination in November 1963 when traveling in a motorcade (автоколона) through Dallas, Texas. There were so many inconsistencies (непослідовності) in the official accounts of his death by a “lone gunman”, Lee Oswald, himself assassinated by Jack Ruby, who himself died shortly afterwards, that conspiracy theories in the 21st century still try to answer the question “Who shot JFK?”
ALASKA AND HAWAII
Alaska is different and Alaskans know it. They refer to the other states as “Outside” or the “Lower 48”. Alaska is big. It is twice the size of Texas, the next larger state, and almost one-fourth the size of the Lower 48. alaske spans four time zones.

Alaska’s location, of course, also makes it different. One-third of Alaska is above the Arctic Circle. Areas near the Arctic Circle experience long periods of perpetual light in summer and long periods of perpetual dark in winter. Alaska has had temperatures as low as – 60°C and has areas of permafrost, where ground is always frozen. Parts of Alaska are so remote that many mountains there have not yet been named.

Although Alaska is the largest state, it has the fewest people: 0.7 persons per square mile. Scientists say that at times from about 15,000 to about 40,000 years ago, the sea level was sp low that people could walk from Siberia to North America. These were the first inhabitants of Americas. Some stayed in Alaska; others, over thousands of years migrated south and east. 

Today Alaska has slightly over 500,000 people, about 15 percent of whom are native. “Native” refers to people in three groups: Indian, Eskimo and Aleut. The Indians are of several different tribes. The Eskimo live not only in Alaska but in an area from Siberia to Greenland. The origin of Aleuts is not known. It is thought that they may have come long ago from a northern island of Japan. The first non-natives came from Russia. Many Alaskans still belong to the Russian Orthodox Church. Since the 1950, the number of non-Natives has increased greatly. Among non-natives there are many more men than women. 
Traditionally, Eskimos used dogsleds to get around in winter. Now, snowmobiles have largely replaced dogsleds. But dogsled racing is a favourite Alaskan sport. Alaska has only about 10,000 miles of road – not much especially for a state its size. The Alaskan Highway (Alcan) links Alaska to the other states through Canada. On Alaskan roads you are almost as likely to see an animal – a bear or a moose – as you are to see another car. In Southeast and South Central Alaska, its better to travel on the Maritime Highway, which isn’t a road at all, but a system of ferries. Because of geography, travel by water in these areas is much easier than travel by road. In fact, only three cities in the Southeast can be reached by road. The others, including Juneau, Alaska’s capital, can be reached only by water or air. In many ways, air travel is the most important form of transportation. Almost every community in Alaska has a landing field for planes. “Bush planes” fly to Alaska’s small, distant communities. They are propeller driven and can land on floats or skis. Bush pilots are heroes in Alaska as they often fly under extremely dangerous conditions.

Alaska has five major regions: the Southeast, South Central, Interior, Southwest and Arctic regions.

Southeast Alaska consists of a thin strip of mainland and islands. It is magnificently scenic land of ocean, rugged coast, steep mountains, glaciers, and rainforests. Sitka, a southeast fishing town, was the centre of Alaska in the days when Alaska was Russian. In 1867, Russia sold Alaska to the US, in a treaty signed by Secretary of State William Seward. The purchase price amounted to only 2 cents per acre, yet many Americans thought the purchase so foolish that they called it “Seward’s folly” and called Alaska “Seward’s Icebox». When Alaska’s natural wealth became apparent, these names soon disappeared.

Juneau, Alaska’s capital, is larger in area than any other city in the US but has only 25,000 residents. Juneau began in the 1880s as a gold-mining town. Parts of the city are so steep that there are wooden stairs instead of sidewalks.

South Central Alaska, a mainly coastal area, has over half of Alaska’s population. The majority of these people live in the city of Anchorage. In 1970s it became the centre for Alaska’s booming industry. Palmer is an agricultural town in a state with little agriculture. Although the summer growing season is short, summer days have as many as 20 hours of daylight. The result is giant-sized fruits and vegetables – strawberries larger than eggs and 75-pound cabbages.
The Interior is a vast plateau between two mountain ranges. It has thick forests but also areas of permafrost. Winter temperatures are – 51°C and summer temperatures are 32°C. Fairbanks is Alaska’s second-largest city. It is near Arctic Circle – one of the few cities in the world that is so far north.
Southwest Alaska consists of a peninsula – the Alaska Peninsular – and islands, including the Aleutian Islands, which reach out over one thousand miles into the Pacific. The relatively few people who live in the Southwest are mainly Aleut and Eskimo. Except for its forested western part, the Southwest is tundra, land without trees. The weather tends to be foggy, rainy and windy.

 The Arctic region. There are small scattered settlements on the western and northern Arctic coasts. Much of the Arctic region is north of the Brooks Range, mountains that may be the emptiest, least-explored wilderness in the world.

Alaskan land is incredibly beautiful. It is also very rich in natural resources. One-fifth of all oil produced in the US is from Alaska. Since Alaska became state in 1959, there has been controversy over how the land should be used. One people say that only Alaska has undisturbed land – land that is much like it was hundreds of years ago. The land should be kept that way, for future generations to enjoy. On the other side argue that Alaskans benefit economically from development and use of the land. They point to oil as an example.

Oil. In most states people pay money to the state government in the form of taxes. Alaskans get money from their state government. The reason is oil. In the late 1960s oil was discovered in Prudhoe Bay on the Arctic Ocean. Within a couple of years, 85 percent of Alaska’s money was coming from oil. Each year, the state government saves some of this money, uses some for schools, roads and so forth, and gives a small amount to all residents of Alaska.

The Hawaiian Islands are volcanic. Volcanoes on the floor of the Pacific grew as a result of eruptions and finally appeared as islands above the ocean’s surface. Even today a new Hawaiian island is being formed, although this island won’t be visible for another 10,000 years. The Hawaiian Islands are remote: the nearest land is 2,500 miles away. Yet, as early as 300 A.D., ancient Polynesians, who were skillful navigators, migrated to Hawaii. Hawaii’s first contact with the West wasn’t until 1778, when it was “discovered” by English explorer James Cook. The early 1880s brought great changes. First, Kamehameha, a powerful chief, unified the islands of Hawaii by defeating the other chiefs. He established a monarchy and proved to be a good king. Second, Protestant missionaries from the US came to Hawaii.

On the positive side, the missionaries applied the alphabet to Hawaiian and soon taught the people to read and write. On the negative side, the missionaries disapproved of Hawaiian culture and did much to discourage it. Because of the diseases Hawaiian native population dropped from around 300,000 in 1800 to less than 100,000 in 1860. The most feared disease was leprosy. 

In 1848, the land, which had belonged to the king, was divided up. Haoles, the Hawaiian word for foreigners, could now own land, as could Hawaiians. Foreigners soon had large sugarcane plantations. These plantations required a lot of labour. Workers came from China, Japan, the Philippines, Portugal and elsewhere. Many workers stayed. There was growing disagreement between the economically powerful haoles and the Hawaiian monarchy. The haoles wanted political reforms and obtained some of them. Then, in 1893, Queen Liliuokalani tried to restore power to the monarchy. The haoles overthrew her and set up a government.

The haoles were mostly Americans, and they wanted the US to annex Hawaii. The US at first refused but soon found itself in need of a military base in the Pacific. In 1900 Hawaii was annexed. 

In December 1941 the Japanese surprise attack on the naval base at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii brought the US into WW II. In 1959, Hawaii was made the 50th state. Just as important, the first jet landed in Hawaii. With quicker, cheaper travel, Hawaii’s tourist industry quickly boomed.
Today tourism accounts for 30 % of Hawaii’s income. Tourists come from the US mainland and Japan. Hawaii’s agricultural products include sugar, pineapple and macadamia nuts. Hawaii even produces coffee and since 1980, a highly praised pineapple wine.

Hawaii’s people today are from many groups – Japanese, Chinese, and Filipinos. Less than one percent of the population is pure Hawaiian, but many people have some Hawaiian blood.
Language. Not surprisingly, in one-fourth of Hawaii’s homes, the main language spoken is something other than English. And everybody’s everyday speech contains some words from all the languages spoken. Hawaiian is especially important. For example, Hawaiian aloha is just as common as hello, Hawaiian mahalo just as common as thank you. In giving directions people often use the Hawaiian mauka (toward the mountains) and makai (toward the sea). Hawaiian words have many vowels and repeated syllables. Pidgin is also spoken in Hawaii. It began in the nineteenth century, as a kind of combination of languages that enabled workers from different countries to communicate. Modern pidgin is more like slang and is used especially by teenagers. 
Surfing. When James Cook reached Hawaii in 1778, he was astonished to see people on boards riding the waves. Although surfing was unknown in the West, the thrill was immediately obvious to Cook. Surfing had come from ancient Polynesia and for centuries had been practiced as an art and sport, especially by royalty. Surfing spread around the world and became really popular once light boats were developed (traditional surfboats weighed about 150 pounds). Hawaii has some of the world’s best surfing. Serious surfers go to Hawaii in winter to catch the dangerous 25-foot high waves off the beaches of Oahu.    
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